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Top American dip]om‘iuc and
extraordinary conferences: bphlnd a wa]iLof socrecy yesterday:
as large-scale air-sea and ground moﬂmenta were reported

cary officlals held.

ander way!

The meetings went on: al\
purpose was obviously 5ome-
thing bigger - than mere ma-
neuvers, almougr military.

Caribbean. Never bafore hall 8o
many top officials xathexed By
their offices on a Sunday Ior m
long.

Either somcthinc very blz
was brewing or ine Kennedy
administration want ¢ to cre=
ate the impression that it was.

President Kennedy was av
the White House. He cancelled
4 week-end polirical stumping
tour of the Mid-West and Far-
West to return to Washington
The official rerson was that he
had & cold and less than one
degree of fever. He went to!
church with Mrs. Keunedy yes-
terday morning, looking halr
and hearty. "
Secretary of State Dean Rusk
Avus at the Stale Ocpatiment
th his top advisers Sccretary

fense Robert 8. McNamara
s at the Pentagon with his.
Efforts to break through o
them and their aids for an
inkling on what was golug on
were fruitless.

80 great wag the secrccyl:
Ithat- underlings {n some caser
toid bald-iaced les, apparently
on orders. “He s nol in his
office,” they would say to re-
porters who only minutes be-
fore had ecaught glimpses of
a wp official.

day gndiiato the night, Thetr
In the Absénce of any official

dangerods to speculate. How-

maneuvers arc going on in “Qm. ever, 8 few possibilities stood

out others:
1. aps the Kennedy ad-
ministration .had found that

L [{Cuba has acquired offensive

military ‘~capability. President
Kennedy said Sept 13 that, if
this hanppens, the United States
would igke some actfon.

2. The President wants to
demonstrate American abllity to]
handle ‘& two-{ront crisis.
Caribbean maneuvers involving

:'20.000 men, 45 wsarships and

hundreds of aireraft alresdy
arc under way. He may want
'to execute a similar maneuver
involving Berlin.

Rumors have been current for

in the process of acquiring !
nedium-range missiles and
bombers. One unconfirmed re- .
port was that the Cubans were
buiiding emplacements for a 1,-
400-mile-range rocket. Another:
unconfirmed report was that:
Russia was glving Cubs 10 IL-38
‘twin-jet Eagle bombers with &.
1,400-mile range.

Circumstances also pointed
'to a possible strong statement,
‘perhaps sccompanied by some
show of determination, con-
cerning Berlin. The Kennedy
adminlistration has been at
palns in recent months to get

{Berlin crisis of all is being pre-
pered by Soviet Premier Nikita

" Approved
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lguidancs’ of any kind. it wasih

a couple of days that Cuba was ‘rope

:across the ides that the worst| |

162

Berlin is “not negotiable,” some
negothtions must be held.

In the light of th. fruitiess
Kennedy-Rusk b talks
the President may be P
8 foroeful de et
‘determination.. b would be
‘characteristic of Mr. Kennedy
te do something like this.

If this speculation-.has sny
merit, the hush-bush Pentagon:
.consultations would be aimed at:
selecting air and ground units

lwhlch might be rushed to-Bu-

President Kennedy's Sept. 12
jstatement on Cuba at & news
:conference m quist explieit.
'He said Upited States
““would do mum must be

done to protect its own sscurity].

and that of its allies” in the
revent that Cuba threataned the
Guantanamo Naval Base, Cuape
|Canaveral or Panams; at-
tempted to export Castro com-

m'litary hase with ottemm
capabllity.

“If Cuba should possess & ca-
pacity to carry out offensive sc-
tion againet_the United States
. the Uhited w would

munism, or set up a Soviet|.

act.” Mr Kennedy
He explained st that time th-t
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